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La prima reazione fu chisdermi come avrei potuto costruire un edificio
accanto alla cappella di Le Corbusier.

La risposta immediata, & anche la pil istintiva, & stata la decisione

di non toceare la sommita della collina ma lavorare pil in basso,
lungo il pendio.

s the decision

e glope
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Lidea di costruire un monastere partiva dal desiderio
di rendere la collina di Ronchamp abitata, di restituirle una presenza umana.
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| Icdea nastery grew out of the desire {0 ensure
the hill at Renchamp would be inhabited, to restore a human presence
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Il nostro intervento
visto dalla cappella si esprime solo con
una semplice linea d'orizzonte.
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\ Esiste da centinaia di anni un cammine di pellegrinaggio attraverso la foresta,
che dal villaggio permette di raggiungere la sommita della collina.

Lo stesso Le Corbusier cita nei suoi appunti questo « sentiero di terra rossa,

attravero il bosco » Pensammo subito di recuperare questo percorso

che era stato abbandonato, per portare i visitator a conquistarsi l'arrivo

alla cappella.

Rénovation .
Puits Ste Marie »

allanthus altissima

acer ginnaka

Michel Corajoud
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fraxinus excelsior
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Michel Corajoud, Renzo Pianeo, José Luis Taborda
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sire Dasme s Hanlh oo foor ot o, abonoe. ot Remcon Poarss's comvent far the Por Ciares, which has been imueried down the kil from Le Corbusier s chapel, bebew: Mr Fiarc also tesigred @ new viziion’ comier

Quiet Additions to a Modernist Masterpiece

RONCHAMP, France — Completed in
1555, Le Cortusier’s hillbop chags! of NKotre
Dharroe dai vt i thin hardscrabibhe patch of
wastern Prance aracts some 00 suppls

ity gach yoar, architectur

MICHAEL o s religions. Heritacs suld
orbu-

ARCHTLETURE | vkt profects ard of-

e parks. he romains ihe
Tigh prsest of Modernasm for singular works
lelke ghiis.

S it s predictabie that 5 firestorm
broke several yenrs ago after plans cirosa-
wd for & comwent and new visitors” center af
the ste of the chapel. Senso Piano was the:

desigmer. Bag-name collengues bee Richard
Meier, Matmed Mohes and Cesar h lI signed

prupest TN< Fenndatio Le Corbusser, keeper
of ihe archivect 't flame, famed
Nww the boildings fave spened, with

v

w Devooms
el
e s
]

teper wnl & sy fuld =
eany for woesg of Lwem . B
voma aru i e chapel” St Ilrll:n-

distinctive roaol o
thast s bven n e of pllgrimage sirrs the lowh caury

118 10 S Pun' e croa Lhat

warme lnndscapang (by Arelisr Corapmst, o
Parm firm) and bt of ekermg yel b v
1 touk a Ursin (roe Pare recently and lound
the chapel emply on a brught, onsp spring
Ehert it L foune
dozen eldeshy Poor
Clares, latety murornd fruem i home of 500
years af Besangon, 60 rmbes to the south,
whtichy they had sokd to betp par for Uve o
place. Choeriul in thoir Bght jgray habits, the
sisters wore finkshing busch i e refeciony
aroand i handsome: RJIN\’ courtyand epen
10 a closdiess siy

A dew inor acoustic problems with the
nuns’ concreie quarters ashde, Mo, P aml
s ) { Pusil VEsCeL W3S the partmer i
charge at Renas Prano Buikding Workshop )
by gt
upaces that are virtualty invisdbie from the
chapel and gracehslly connectsd 1o nature.
Compartirg with Le Corbusien’s masterwary

Contrsd on Poge §

ipn: Mestee [aime dy
|r|"\-'x||\ln\-; n hill in Ronchamp, France
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Les leyens fetent la mort du tyran

LesafTaires
se multiplie

LeTonde

Samedi 22 octobre 200

«Silence, priere, paix, joie intérieure »

Les mots inscrits par Le Corbusier dans sa chapelle de Ronchamp ont servi de programme
al'architecte Renzo Piano pour y construire un couvent

Aﬂ:hltaciurc

nnnelmmp (Haubn Saéne)
Enuoy! spéclal

€but octobre, le modeste

oratoiredes sceurs clarisses

de Ronchamp (Haute-5ad-
ne} a été consacté en grande pom-
pe. sous ['ombre tutélaire, et quel-
que peu jalouse, de Le Corbusier et
de sa célébrissime chapelle, inau-
guréeily a prés de soixanteans.

Le nonce du Pape, descendu de

FParis, et 'archevéque de Besan-
gon, monté de Besangon, sont
venus soutenir la foi des Francs-
Comtols qui douterajent encore
de la grice du site. Dans la belle
mais rude vallée du Rahin, la peti-
te ville qui 2 donné son nom & la
chapellerésonne ce jour-ladescla-
meurs surnaturelles de la Foire a
Ia patate.

Le temps de gravir'ancien che-
min de croix qui conduisait de la
bourgade au faite de la colline de
Bourlémont, lieu de pelerinage
dont les origines se perdent dans
la nuit des temps, et c'est une tout
aulre cerémonie qui s'annonce, 3
la fols religieuse et architecturale.

Les sceurs clarisses —un ordre
franciscain créé au XIII'sigcle=,
conduites par Brigitte de Singly,
abbesse de |a petite communauté,
antchaiside quitter Besangonetde
s'installer & Ronchamp, répondant
ainsi 4 I'appel de I'Association de
Teeuyre Notre-Dame du Haut
(AONDH), quis'inquiétait delasoli-
tude spirituelle de la chapelle de
Corbu,

Apres avoir discuté avec Renzo
Piano, I'un des auteurs du Centre
Pompidou pressenti pour construl-
12 leur monastére, elles ont adopté
et soutenu mordicus son dessin,
attagué avec ferocité par des ama-
teursde Le Corbusier devenus fana-
tiques. Pour ces derniers, le retour
du religieux prés du sanctuaire le
plus venéré de l'architecture
moderne constitue un sacrilege.
Pour les clarisses, et pour tous ceux
quiont soutenu leuraventure, c'est
un acte de fol La consécration de
leur minuscule oratoire, ancré
dans la colline, 'autel au nord, au
cité des cellules des sceurs, releve
d'une volonte farouche de faire
vivre, et leur communaute, et leur
engagement religleux

Le Corbusier, parpaillot peu
porté sur |es bondieuseries mais
empli du sens du sacré, avait en
1955 £crit quatre mots, repris sur
les murs de la chapelle: silence,
priere, paix, joie intérieure. Il
aurait préféré une chapelle souter-
raine. comme celle qui & déja éré
refusée en 1948 sur le flanc de la
Sainte-Baume, 3 Marseille. Un cou-
vent, il n'a rien contre. D'ailleurs,
il a déja commenceé & travaillersur

La joie évoquée par
Le Corbusier trouve a
sematérialiser dans
les espacesimaginés
pour les clarisses

celui de la Tourette,  peine plus
ausud, prés de Lyon.

Ici, & Renchamp, sur ce site
marial, il peut bien imaginer un
monastére, & la fois modeste par
sataille etdiscret par sa présence::
#je n'avais rien fait de religieux,
mais guand je me suis trouvé
devant ces quatre horizons, je n'ai
pu hésiters, avalt-il dit du site. Ce
sera donc  Renzo Plano d'officier.
Silence, priére, paix, jole intérieu-
re-telle estaussi I'impression que

donne en mineur le dessin de Pia-
ne, jusqu'a falre taire les plus
braillards. Guére plus catholique
que son prédécesseur, mémes'ila
construit 'immense église du
Padre Pio dans les Pouilles en
1576,ila pris ces mots au vol, eten
afailt la ligne directrice du projet
qu'l] a congu avec son partenaire
Paul Vincent et le paysagiste
Michel Corajoud.

Ausilence initialdel'architectu-
7e, il n'a pas répondu par le mutis-
me formel que réclamaita Fonda-
tion Le Corbusier. i le monastére
destiné aux clarisses et la nouvel-
le porterie toute proche qui
accueille le public sont invisibles
depuis Notre-Dame du Haut, ils
en redéssinent le site, au moins
sur son versant sud, retrouvant
T'esprit de paix et I"aridité calme
qui caractérisait Ja colline dévas-
tée au lendemain de la guerrg,

Les structures de Piano for-
ment autant de terrasses qui des-
cendent vers la plaine, et,
remaillées par Corajoud, souli-
gnent le paysage et en réinven-
tent la lumiére. En prés de soixan-
te ans, la nature avait transformé
en perruque le haut de Bourlé-
mont, enfermant peu 3 peuNotre-
Dame du Haut dans la végétation,
et effagant ses quatre horizons.

{lnm-ﬂlm:}. Mpul'nmmmznmophm VACHEL DENANCE

On le voit bien au nord ot 'archi-
tecte et le paysagiste ne sont pas
oupeu intervenus, laissant se rap-
procher la forét des Vosges.

Affronter les séides posthumes
de Corbu, passe encore, mais gare
aujourd’hui aux défenseurs de la
nature| De mémeque ['architectu-
re divinisée de Le Corbusier (clas-
sée monument historique, &
défautde]'étre par I'Unesco) inter-
dirait I'irruption de tout autre
constructeur, la condition écologi-
que des arbres en fait désormais
des objets sacrés... Voila de quol
assurerla paix a Ronchamp.

La jole évoquée par « Carbuws
trouve & se matérialiser dans les
espaces imaginés pour les sceurs
~cellules, atelier, oratoire= et pour
le public.1ls prenment la formed'al-
véoles ancrées dans le sol et se pro-
longent vers le sud par des verrie-
res minimalistes dont le dessin et
les matériaux rappellent 1'imagi-
naire de Jean Prouvé (dessinateur
en 1975 du campanile de la chapel-
le). Le Corbusier, pour sa part, une
fois Je trait jeté, ne remit guére les
pieds 4 Ronchamp. Et il n'aurait
sans doute guére apprécié des des-
cendants qui I'aiment trop: Piano
etCorajoud s'en sont tirés en virfuo-
55 respectuet et sensibles.m
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Let there
belight

Hidden in a French hillside below
Le Corbusier's famous chapel,
Renzo Piano's new convent is spare,
calm and quietly masterful. Lucky
nuns, says Jonathan Glancey

I t first I said no,” says

| B
Renzo Plano, “We were
very busy, For me, the
idea of building a
cofvent next tole | A
Corbusier at Ronchamp
was, in any case, 4 bit crazy.” Certainly,
it st hawe felt like a big risk. The
chapel of Notre Dame du Haut at
Ronchamp is one of the 20th
century’s most treasured
and Le Corbusier a demigod in the
to build alongside this French national
maonument, an intermational
destination for religious and cultural
pilgrims, is like recelving an invitation
to knock up & postmodern extension to
the Parthenon or St Peter’s in Rome.
But then Piano met Sister Brigitte de
Singly st his studio in Paris, caved (n
and said yes, The architect was busy
‘with g ! proj ch
as Shard London Bridge, at at
[1,0171t) Europe’s tallest building, as . “Sister Brigitte reminded
‘well as the expansion of Boston's me of the need for quiet, for nature, for
opulent Isabella Stewart Gardner slowness, for simplicity,” he says. “She
Museum, both due to cpen next year, | reminded me of the long tradition
Meanwhile, Sister Brigitte and her architects have had of working with
muns were hoping to leave their home | the church.”
of 800 years in Besangor, in order to be The nunnery ks, for the most part,
closer to Le Corbusier’s chapel. | invisible - or will be when new trees
With an all-in budget of £9m, at have been planted, and plants have
least 60 times less than that of the spread over the concrete roofs Plano
Shard, the convent for the Clarisses, | and his Woarkshop have half-
or Poor Clare Sisters, was to take up burled in the hiliside. "Landscaping is
a disproportionate amount of his time  half the project,” Plano says. Even so,
over the next five years. Fundingwasa | the project met great opposition when
slow and complex process; the money ‘were unvelled three years ago.
was realised through local government  The Fondation Le Corbusier, a
funding, charitable and religious guard of the architect's reputation, was
donations, and the sale of the nuns’ | quick on the attack, “They began to
former convent, scream: you can't do thisl™ says Plano,
When | meet the architect and the At the time, the foundation’s director
abbess, lunching frugally with pllgrims =~ Miched Richard argued: “We are trying
and builders at trestle tables set on a to make sure the site is preserved for
wooded hill, below Le Corbusier's eternity. We are afraid that in 1o
chapel, | can see why Piano said yes. years, the sisters will go away and
“If Sister Brigitte was to be my client, they will be replaced by a B&R."
then what else could 1 say?™ Plano | course, they were wormied
says, “She has a profound love of that we wanted to build too
architecture, of landscape, of sacred close to Le Corbusier,” says
space - and even of people without Jean-Frangols Mathey, who, with
religion, lie me. She wanted a place Sister Brigitte, has been the
of silence and prayer. T said: 1 can't | driving force behind the project.
Thelp you with prayer, but perhaps | Mathey is president of the

can help with silence and a little joy, ™

NUOVE ARCHITETTURE

Le celle di Piano
nel cuore del bosco

A Rochamp, presso

la chiesa di Le Corbu,
I'architetto italiano ha
costruito un convento
incastonato tra

la collina e gli alberi

i Fulvio Irace

120 pecclo & i eecdlodei
mmeri & dell informmti-

10 luign “imeccabile” & 50ro - a pradente
& debita distanz dalla Cappella - 0 muows
monstemdedle Clarisss,
E statoquesto i primo ostaccla.con cul sl
& dewata mimpe I

del mondo con gli stnimenti dela gioi &
defla preghiera. « L.redu:m dice suor Bri-

Per 1 santuario di Pad r= Pio a Pitealcing, ad
oo, ha costruzo 1ma grands tenda di
pirtache siavviliescomeum chiociola per
acoglere || riposo del paliegrink A Rom

chungs @ tesri dha svolgere em pi Adomo -
il il griocoko ded mied progens, scheres -

= o dRCEOpi int tgant e Laa im0 a L Oor-

basier il potemteassnlodellacappelia, Farchi-
deledodiciclar 1ib,

gme che sia sul com

fad one i spi
Cmdnd. 1ot oo dewro | aenerale
movimento & apervura dells Chiesa, e la
Chiess ci ha chicsio, venendoa Roschamp,
i prestas di preghicta. Koi Fams Qi
perdar vitaalla collinas.

diletinatead abitarnell ombi, t gi
albeert edacolling; anzd, inguelba line di bai
ma che dal ioho dels foglie raggiungs pel
ami belli le fabde Tipide del aome, come
wesePapalteniedelo spiriodd i
|:| I|K)| iti‘mdlilll L C‘d!uiﬂ‘u(‘ tn im-

Al inizio, B

i g o rm.-mglmdenm.um E
miliat retag

catio, sicum) e ogri ge¥in Faggiioa in
dilapi

dazione da pane di architett, sorici ¢ con
servatni, Cosa che, pemltm, 6 & punisl
mente avverats con la durs oppostzions ol
prognn dapanedella Foidagions Le Gor-
busier:

caeanche laChiesa deve
esgers prsrene in i
i iy

Suila colling passanc

womils viskaon Fanno = pe quakosa della

0 ol 200510 o dldno)nltlenul.\m
Cokien, sosteneva la linen dedl intendizions

spirituali defl heogn ricace ad el

Vo i, e B vy il
o, o Bil postro bt s,
La colling & quella di Roochanp, nella

oeale, i o al elliy spesso Lie
prehy

tain iy Loagdesy,
Femano Piano ha pets Cambiato ide dogpo
N =F et

Franca Do, echipsaa &
ta o o sgasto panitcandociso, £ vesti-
ta 000 i sai marmone dele Clafisse, ma in
et b i Cason ghalkor degti operal di cantie-
v da pi i uea settimana afnda i calzari
el sugnombine: mela terta sossadaicatepil
lar, inunacorsacontn il smpeper I inaug
mgionedd o monaster,

Badesza delledodict darbseche nd 2005

avu o Je ide chiare sul M\lnmllﬂ"‘m an-
chequandoha dovutoconfroatarsicon Ren-
2 Plam, Larchitio italianc st ol misa
rarsicon i piit im hitertes ded X%

&l Gui, =i sonotnovati weo di fronte allalira
Farchizetto & la religiosa, probabdmente
CorunCom b ua giusa doge di diffalenza
reciproca « AT inizio - confesealabadess -
nom Fusivans o capisei s che coss fosse
esattament e un tabermacol, o come 5 do

wesse utlizmr un altare. Per ssempdo, o
spaiodsla “Glorke distrolakaredell'onat.

T O v £ESETE W T Che S AT

- o basn, perche deve lasciare spazio all'iden

Cristina defla resamenne, Piano b capiee.
& ha disegnato una parets indinata che La-
scincaderelahocedall ahton.

Per e Bereo Plano ammete che,

seroibo, e Corbusier, che proprio quia fo

champ, al vemice dells ooflina, real bz el
¥ L ) BT ERSiOna s e FCOMTOvETR AT
chieanir Mgz del Noveremio, In que-

Vel cdariese - gioia, £
-uh preghiear - sengivea i poter capin:le
prime due parcle ma & ersere indifferesee
il terza, Epgaime Pl mom & nuowcsalle exi-
gen o sorgonme dalle comiimita di fde,

du Haut, the organisation that

the press: "Maybe you wouldn't see it,
but you would fesl it.”
All of this is understandable, but
Mathey had been thinking about a new
s for R
some time. “The chapel s a great
toarchitects, to anyone with a

wul. he explains, “and we have
100,000 wisitors a year, But we didn't

the Catholic faithiful.

centre that had lurked between car park:

‘winter, a roaring log fire set behind a
glass screen will greet those who have
battled with snow and fog to get here.

| Aboveis the convent proper, This
wraps itself around contours of the hill,
burrowing into the landscape like the
strands of a rosary pressed gently into

ceiling cedar cupboards leads

to the nuns’ cells and living
quarters. There is room for just

12 Poot Clares. Aside from their life

bi sollevarti = minuseli allogg deposieat]
all inazm, Dall ssernotun osam, Salogi
maedowd anono, sporgonn le esdli tmoie di
2iew che profegRons e pareti verrate defle
celle, im un soarile crescendondi piani - quasi
dhei fogli i divriree spesaore - che dalla pe-
nombra del corridods Shuminao dall'aho,
schindonoleponedegialogdversolpare:
b2 werde dalla Soresta chie sembra avanzare.
hiteturs poeememente *francesca-
cui la senplic it dei me — Facciio
s, levetate, il gremo rigio delo
zinn - #esaltatadalla sapienzadd disegmoe
dallacura del dertagtio. i t=ma nom & qualo
srivinsn - per un Lako come Plano - dells
Fecke, o quellop iabbordatd = e chourods
Lavitadi s commnis s msicro-cinindls
R e, e ORI O STk Tisp -
trla cuatua o] esalta 2 vinvi della viea rurale

Selasal, inalto, Le Corbugierhacost
@m0 impareggiabiles mommment) o
mexderna, qui, in badn, Piano ha provaio a
cantarels Jodidel guotidinno la paceteza
ddl buon senso. Blsogna dare arw all'archd
rene faliano daver dato s Ropchamp unas
nobile lezione di come il progeno sk fano
P ba vita 2 3 Come (eI, ¢ FEpettata
accomaments asoltata, generi 1 mimcok
el poszibie, anche 1i dove nitto semibra a
prima vista impossibie.

P
FRANCISCANT
I earrido

winter, coal 0 summer.)

‘was abaclutely right to have sad yes.
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